New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 59

Number 1

Article 5

1-1-1984

New Mexico's Spanish Exiles
Marc Simmons

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
Simmons, Marc. "New Mexico's Spanish Exiles." New Mexico Historical Review 59, 1 (1984).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol59/iss1/5

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact amywinter@unm.edu, lsloane@salud.unm.edu, sarahrk@unm.edu.

NEW MEXICO'S SPANISH EXILES

MARC SIMMONS

DURING 1828 AND 1829, a handful of New Mexico residents were
expelled from the country by order of the Republic of Mexico. They
were peninsulares-persons born in Spain, that is, on the Iberian
peninsula-and the stern action taken against them was based on
politics, patriotism, and matters of international diplomacy. The
story of these Spanish New Mexicans, made refugees against their
will, has never been examined in detail. But a look at the background and the unfolding of the episode reveals a curious sidelight
on our history.
By the Treaty of Cordoba, signed 24 August 1821, the last viceroy
of New Spain, Juan O'Donoju, recognized Mexican independence.
That treaty, however, was repudiated by Spain. During the following decade, the royal government made several abortive attempts
to recover her lost colony. The constant threat of invasion by Spain
kept Mexican officials on edge and finally led them, in the latter
1820s, to take retaliatory measures against native-born Spaniards
who"had remained in-the nation unmolested since independenc~.l
The first in a series of legislative decrees, passed 11 May 1826,
proclaimed that Mexico would entertain no formal relations with
Spain until the latter recognized Mexican independence. And it
added that any resident of the nation who spoke out against such
recognition would be declared a traitor and subject to capital punishment. 2
One year later (10 May 1827), a new decree prohibited Spaniards
from holding civil, military, or ecclesiastical office until such time
as Spain extended recognition to Mexico. 3 That measure produced
severe social dislocations since numerous military officers and the
majority of the clergy were from Spain. 4 But worse was to come.
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PROHIBICI6N A LOS ESPAl\'J'OLES PARA OBTENER EMPLEOS
(MAYO 10 DE 1827)

1. Ningun individuo que sea espanol por nacimiento podni ejercer cargo ni
empleo alguno de nombramiento de los poderes generales en cualquier ramo
de la administracion publica, civil y militar, hasta que la Espana reconozca la
independencia de la nacion.
2. Se estiende 10 prevenido en el articulo anterior a los cargos y empleos
eclesiasticos del clero secular y regular, en cuanto al ejercicio de sus atribuciones
econ6micas, gubernativas y judiciales. Esta disposicion no comprende a los reverendos obispos.
3. EI gobiemo queda autorizado para separar hasta por el tiempo de que
habla el articulo I'! a los curas, a los misioneros y doctrineros del Distrito y Territorios de la federacion.
4. Tampoco se comprenden en los articulos anteriores los hijos de mexicanos que casualmente nacieron en la peninsula y se haIIan en la Republica.
5. Los empleados que se separen del servicio en virtud de esta ley, gozaran
todos sus sueldos, y se les abonara el tiempo en sus carreras respectivas.
6. Los empleos vacantes por las disposieiones que contiene esta ley, se desempenaran provisionalmente conforme a las leyes.
7-. Los curas que separare el gobierno en uso de las facultades que Ie concede eI articulo 3'!, continuaran percibiendo todos sus emolumentos en los mismos terminos que antes de su separacion; y los coadjutores 6 substitutos seran
pagados de la hacienda publica.-Carlos Garcia, presidente de la camara de
diputados.-Tomas Vargas, presidente del senado.-Vicente Guido de Guido,
diputado secretario.-Jose Antonio Quintero, senador secretario.

Por tanto etc.-A D. Tomas Salgado.

Decree prohibiting Spaniards from holding office in Relaciones diplorruiticas:
Mexico-Espana (1821-1977).
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A decree of twenty-one articles, dated 20 December 1827, provided for a partial expulsion of Spaniards living within the Republic. 5 The term partial is usually applied because the act made
provision for numerous exemptions. For example, persons married
to Mexican nationals were exempt, as were individuals over the
age of sixty and those with a physical handicap. More sweeping
was Article 7 that allowed Spaniards to remain who had given
distinguished service to the cause of independence and who, subsequently, displayed their devotion to the Republic's institutions.
Spaniards not exempt-and that included pointed mention of the
regular clergy-were required to depart within six months.
On the whole this initial order of expulsion must be considered
as mild, particularly when we remember that it was passed in an
atmosphere of crisis, amid growing signs that Spain intended to
take military action against the nation. Clearly, the decree of 20
December was aimed at preventing internal subversion-one article, for instance, prohibited exempt Spaniards from living along
the seacoast where invasion was expected. Notwithstanding, it is
apparent that the majority of those who were ultimately expelled
offered no real threat to Mexico's security. They may have derived
some solace, however, from another provision in the decree that
allowed their return to Mexico as soon as Spain extended recognition.
In New Mexico, as in other parts of the country, local authorities
took steps to enforce both of the 1827 decrees against Spaniards.
The exact number of Spanish-born persons living in the territory
then is unknown, but it appears to have been something over a
dozen. Of those, as many as one-third may have been members of
the clergy.
Through much of the colonial period, a majority of the missionary
friars serving in New Mexico were natives of Spain. A census of
1789 for the Custodia de San Pablo del Nuevo Mexico, for example,
shows that fifteen of a total of twenty-four resident priests were
Spanish-born. 6 While the number of clergy significantly declined
in the waning colonial years and during the first years of independence, at least six of those remaining on duty in New Mexico
during the late 1820s traced their birthplace to the Mother Country. 7
In the summer of 1827, Governor Manuel Armijo at Santa Fe
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(then exercising his office under the title jefe politico) received a
copy of the national decree of 10 May-the one forbidding Spaniards from holding public office. He referred the document to the
diputaci6n territorial, that is, the legislative assembly, which served
him as an advisory council. Apparently no immediate action was
taken to remove Spanish priests from their posts, as the new decree
mandated, probably because no Mexican replacements were available. But the diputaci6n did inform Armijo that it had recently
initiated proceedings against the Spaniard Manuel Echevarria,
teacher of a private school in Santa Fe. His school was ordered
closed on charges that he had violated the law and was guilty of
cruelty to children. 8
By early the following year, 1828, Armijo had in his hands a copy
of the first expulsion decree, issued the previous 20 December.
His initial targets were five Spanish Franciscans, namely:
Fr. Jose de Castro, age sixty, a native of Galicia, arrived in
America in 1795, reached New Mexico in 1802, currently the priest
at Santa Clara Pueblo.
Fr. Theodoro Alcina, age sixty-one, a native of Gerona in Catalufia, reached Mexico in 1792 and continued on to New Mexico,
arriving there in March 1793.
Fr. Juan Caballero Toril, age fifty-five, a native of the province
of Cordova, served in New Mexico eighteen years, currently the
priest at San Miguel del Vado.
Fr. Antonio Cacho, age forty-four, native of Castilla la Vieja,
reached Mexico in 1819, served at the missions ofJemez, Zia, and
Santa Ana.
Fr. Manuel Martinez, age forty-one, native of Castilla la Vieja,
reached Mexico in 1819, currently the priest at San Jose de la
Laguna.
Under the decree, the governor was empowered to exempt from
expulsion those priests who met certain provisions of the new law.
Castro and Alcina, for example, were permitted to remain because
they were sixty years of age or over. Each man subsequently took
an oath before Armijo and other witnesses, swearing recognition
of Mexican independence and promising to defend the nation and
government from all enemies. 9
The three remaining Franciscans also wished to stay, claiming
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exemptions because they had demonstrated "affection for independence" and had served the nation by continuing to labor as
missionaries. They underscored the last point by mentioning that
the government salary (sinodos) due them had not been forthcoming over the past eight or nine years, and, as a result, they were
reduced to poverty. Father Caballero tried to strengthen his claim
by reference to a persistent ailment that had afflicted him for the
past nine years. He stated that a long trip into exile might prove
fatal. 10
Governor Armijo, however, was unyielding and ordered Fathers
Caballero, Cacho, and Martinez to depart New Mexico by the next
13 March (1828). They were allowed by law to select the port from
which they wished to exit the country, and all three chose the
Tamaulipas port of Soto la Marina on the Gulf of Mexico. They
were also entitled to travel funds, but since by Armijo's own admission his treasury was "extremely short," the governor could
provide money sufficient to see the exiles only as far as El Paso
del Norte. He did append notes to their travel papers, however,
asking officials in El Paso, Chihuahua, and Monterrey-towns along
the route to Soto la Marina-to furnish aid so that the missionaries
could continue to the coast. II
At the same time he was prosecuting the case of the clergymen,
Armijo took action against several other Spaniards then residing in
New Mexico. Manuel Echevarria, the disgraced teacher, was directed to leave Santa Fe on 9 March for Taos, where presumably
he could join the next party of Americans heading for the United
States. 12 Later in 1828, however, he appeared in Chihuahua and
asked the authorities to reexamine his case. 13
Another Spaniard expelled from New Mexico at this time was
Benito Bengochea whose exit papers show that he was expected
to leave the country by way of Durango, Mexico City, and the port
of Veracruz. 14 Instead, he fled to Sonora where, according to a
report recei.ved by Armijo, he was receiving shipments of arms at
Guaymas, probably in anticipation of a Spanish invasion. 15
Seventy-three year old Antonio Perez, a native of Santander,
who had been a property owner in New Mexico for twenty-eight
years, won a reprieve, because of his advanced age, and was allowed
to take a loyalty oath. 16 The Spaniard Atanacio Bolibar, a resident
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of Santa Fe, however, got only a three-month delay in his sentence
of expulsion. Governor Armijo allowed him to remain in the capital
until 9 June to collect debts that were owed to him. 17 Later in the
year, an Antonio Bolivar of Santa Fe appeared in Chihuahua where
he petitioned the authorities to permit him to remain. IS
During succeeding months, the governor turned up several more
Spanish-born persons. Among them was Fr. Manuel Bellido, who
arrived in New Mexico about 1820, and was now serving the Indians
of Picuris pueblo. He was sent to Mexico City, and there he asked
the government for 500 pesos, as travel money and as remuneration
for his eight years of missionary work in New Mexico. 19 Two other
Spanish laymen, Antonio Jimenez and Francisco Galis, received
exemptions from Armijo and were allowed to stay. 20
Some writers have claimed that those Spaniards who escaped
expulsion in New Mexico did so by the payment of bribes. L.
Bradford Prince, for example, declared that the friars "Albino [sic]
and Castro were permitted to remain on account of their advanced
age-and the payment of $500 each! It is not believed that any
large portion of this sum reached the official treasury. "21 Ralph
Emerson Twitchell repeats the charge of the friars' paying a bribe
and adds that the money went to two leading officials of the territory. "The motive was one of avarice and not of charity," he writes.
"It may be safely stated that very few Spanish-born residents of
New Mexico would have left the territory had they been provided
with sufficient funds to satisfY the demands of officials. ",22
Neither author cites a source for these charges, and, indeed,
they must have been based on hearsay since unscrupulous officials
are not in the habit ofleaving a documentary record of their bribes.
Available documentation strongly suggests that Armijo and members of his government carefully followed the letter of the law,
exempting five persons and exiling at least six others. There is no
proof, of course, that bribery did not intrude on occasion, but that
the two destitute friars were forced to pay $500 each, as Prince
and Twitchell contend, seems highly unlikely.
More than a year after promulgation of the first decree of expulsion, a second and far more severe decree was issued, 20 March
1829. It was prompted by new rumors of a Spanish invasion, rumors
that proved all too true. The following July, a Spanish army of3,000
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troops sailed from Havana and briefly captured the Gulf port of
Tampico. During the panic preceding that event, the central government concluded that for patriotic and security reasons, Spaniards who had escaped expulsion earlier should now be banished.
Stern penalties were provided for those who failed to comply with
the order.
For those exiles who could not afford passage out of the country,
the 20 March decree provided that their expenses, "with the strictest economy," be met by the public treasury. And each was to be
given a ship ticket to the nearest port in the United States. 23 In
fact, of the more than 1,400 Spaniards expelled in 1829, some 70
percent sailed to New Orleans. They were mainly poor merchants,
shopkeepers, and laborers, who hoped that peace would soon be
established allowing them to return. Wealthier Spaniards, for the
most part, took ship for Cuba or Europe. 24
As a result of the new decree, two of New Mexico's Spaniards,
who earlier had been exempted from expulsion, were now ordered
to leave. They were Antonio Perez and Francisco Galis. Another
so treated was a recent arrival by way of the United States, merchant Manuel Alvarez, who would later return to Santa Fe as the
U. S. consul. 25
As harsh as the new policy was, New Mexican authorities were
able to exempt the aging priests Castro and Alcina and the layman
Antonio Jimenez (or Ximenes), all being permanently disabled.
Further, Fr. Manuel Vineres, a Spanish missionary exiled from
Sonora, was given permission to stay in New Mexico while he
submitted documents to Mexico City seeking an examption for
health reasons. 26
The action taken against Spaniards on the upper Rio Grande was
repeated throughout the Republic. By early summer of 1829, for
instance, the state of Chihuahua had provided for the expulsion of
some seventy-five persons, including a priest and a layman at EI
Paso del Norte. A special commission for public security set up by
the state legislature formulated a decree, subsequently enacted,
which spelled out stiff penalties for Spanish residents failing to
leave and fixed a time limit of twenty-five days for Spaniards, exiled
from other states, to cross Chihuahua on their way out of the
country. 27
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Americans watched the unfolding of this chapter of Mexican
history with undisguised interest and no little sympathy for the
largely innocent Spaniards abruptly separated from their homes
and businesses. Niles' Register of Baltimore, sometimes called the
Time magazine of its day, referred in March 1829 to Mexico's pending expulsion decree. "We had hoped that the peace and security
of the country would not have required the adoption of so severe
a measure--and one that must deprive the republic of a large
portion of its enterprise and capital. "28 Later, when the full text of
the Mexican law was received, the Register acidly labeled it "a
cruel decree ... unworthy of the age in which we live." And the
paper blamed the act on partisan politicians who "were ready to
sacrifice every principal of right to the possession of power, and
reckless of the misery of other men. "29
In the months following the expulsion decree of 20 March, the
American press carried frequent notices about Spanish refugees
leaving Mexico and arriving in the United States. Most of the exiles,
as indicated, went to New Orleans by ship. But one small group
chose to travel overland from New Mexico via the Santa Fe Trail.
In early June 1829 the annual trading caravan from Missouri had
departed for Santa Fe. Because of recent Indian hostilities, it was
escorted by Major Bennet Riley and troops of the 6th Infantry from
Fort Leavenworth. The soldiers went only as far as Chouteau's
Island, a noted trail landmark in southwestern Kansas, because at
that point the merchant train crossed the Arkansas River into Mexican territory. After a harrowing trip, beset by Indian attacks, the
caravan reached Santa Fe.
Concluding a summer's trading, the merchants started their return about 1 September. Major Riley and his men, encamped for
the season at Chouteau's Island, awaited their arrival so as to provide an escort for the second half of the eastward journey. But the
real danger lay on the first leg, in Mexican territory. Col. Jose
Antonio Viscarra, inspector-general of the Mexican troops at Santa
Fe, volunteered to assemble men and provide protection as far as
the American boundary.
At that time, a group of Spanish exiles was looking for means to
reach the United States. With the added security offered by Colonel
Viscarra and his seventy or so regulars and militiamen, the Span-
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iards decided to chance a crossing of the prairies with the caravan.
Milton Bryan, one of the Missouri traders, spoke long afterward
in his memoirs of "the disloyal Spaniards who were banished." He
wrote: "When we started on our homeward journey, seven priests
and a number of wealthy families, comfortably fixed in wagons
more like our railway coaches than ordinary wagons, accompanied
US."30

Mexican records give the number of exiles as ten men accompanied by six women, the latter presumably wives or other relatives. 31 Unfortunately, no reference is made to names or place of
origin. Possibly one or more of the three Spanish residents of New
Mexico, ordered out in 1829, were numbered among the group.
However, the majority, if not all, of the exiles must have been from
Chihuahua or other north Mexican provinces. They would have
ridden to Santa Fe during the spring and summer, hoping to find
passage with eastbound Americans.
The caravan's return proved as harrowing as its outward journey.
The company sustained a major Indian attack near the Cimarron
River but managed to fight its way to the rendezvous with Colonel
Riley by 12 October. There, during a two-day layover, Riley and
Viscarra entertained one another with formal dinners. In his official
report, Colonel Riley refers to the exiles among the new arrivals
as, "one Spanish family [and] eight or ten other Spaniards, who
were punished by their laws for having been born in old Spain. . . . "32
A junior officer, Lt. Philip St. George Cooke, observed "a large
number of grave Spaniards, exiled from Mexico, and on their way
to the United States, with much property in stock and gold-their
whole equipage Spanish.... "33
After taking leave of Colonel Viscarra, Riley escorted the caravan
as far as eastern Kansas where, being out of the danger zone, he
left the wagons and guided his men back to Fort Leavenworth.
The caravan broke up before crossing into Missouri, one portion
continuing on to the head of the trail at Franklin in the central
part of the state.
On 1 November, the Missouri lntelligencer (located at Fayette,
a few miles north of Franklin) took note of the returning train from
Santa Fe. "From fifteen to twenty of our citizens ... have just
reached their homes in good health and spirits.... Accompanying
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the traders are several Spanish families of the class who were expelled from the Mexican republic. . . and who have chosen a refuge
and home among us. "34
How many of the exiles may have remained on the Missouri
frontier and how many others continued on to St. Louis or perhaps
New Orleans is not known. The Spanish priests certainly would
not have lingered among the mainly Protestant, backwoods folk.
A year and a half later, one party of Spaniards, whose sentence of
expulsion evidently was lifted, started back to New Mexico. Trader
Josiah Gregg, who embarked for Santa Fe with wagons in May
1831, related: "Those who accompanied us [included] members of
a Spanish family who had been banished in 1829, in pursuance of
a decree of the Mexican congress, and were now returning to their
homes in consequence of a suspension of the decree. "35
The social and economic impact that the expulsion decrees had
upon Mexico cannot be fully measured. At the very least, it can
be said that hundreds of families were uprooted (and in some cases
split apart), businesses were ruined, a large amount of capital wealth
was removed from the country by the exiles, and severe strains
were placed on the church through loss of clergy.
Effects of the decrees were less injurious to New Mexico owing
to the small number of Spaniards resident there. But even so, their
influence can be noted. The church, whose ranks were already
badly depleted, must have felt keenly the loss offour priests. Before
departing, the Franciscans, it can be mentioned, turned over their
sacred vessels, vestments, statues, paintings, and "a library of various volumes," to Domingo Fernandez of Santa Fe (a member of
the Third Order to St. Francis) for safekeeping. 36
Another effect of the decrees, and the patriotic rhetoric that
accompanied them, was to promote prejudice against all Spaniards
among the Mexican populace. As late as 1846, wandering artist
Alfred S. Waugh learned from Manuel Alvarez, who had returned
to Santa Fe as U. S. consul, that Spaniards "are even more obnoxious
to the Mexicans than are Americans; on one or two occasions, the
mob here have attempted his life. "37 Seeds of social discord, once
sown, are difficult to root out.
Perhaps the most accurate and succinct judgment came from
Mexico's great conservative statesman Lucas Alaman, who char-
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acterized the entire expulsion episode as, a very grievous spectacle."38 Those words applied as much to New Mexico as to the rest
of the Republic.
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